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9 : r. A t c. Speoto^ky, 

Editorial director, Playboy 
919 K. all chl^«n A to., 
whlcaco. 111. 60611 

Deer ;/»r. ^pectoreky, 

Thenkoi you for the courtesy of the tearanesta of tha Capote interview -nd 
the cl’fer of cor* id-ration of e letter# Because i have Just returned from an 
intensive trip, -ltH copious notes untyped, tc a *ife with e te^porury incapacity, 
please excuse the rough draft end {xtr typing# 

Should you find nay thought e of interest, please edit than eny way you 
consider neons :rry# I presume you ,uay went to shorten what I will record aa a 
too -brief denunciation and perhaps will vent to :fioil«rnte It# You n<ad not return 
any chhngra to r»e for exr M rovnl. I nm helping aric^orden "/lzh his Mimrteman piece. 

ge expects to be he a In four days. I will a how fcitj the carbon# 

• wee 

Of the unended, needle® s treursa following thj greet tragedy of the ien ed7 
assassination, ore caused all the rest. That is the abdication of the intellectuals 
to whom our society normally turns for leadership and direction# Not a single 
established writer penned a single, serious ruust icning *ord. frumcn Capote h*d 
his "Cold Blood* and hot millions# Dwight Macdonald had Ms own kind of literary 
masturbation# olso held tightly to an unfulfilled end uncancelled contract, 
thus denying thi* chance to bo publi had to those who sesame*, the responsibility 
he abandoned# 

So It remrainod to those of us previously unknown to redeem the honor of our 
craft in our quoat for that of our aountiy# e l'sced no adversary mere resolute 
then the established literati, note more unified or ignorant, ond certainly 
none more determine ! to alchemize its ignorance Into reality# Mo: • th":n 100 
pubM^hera rejected my fi~st bonk, also tna first cn the so eject *ni the one that 
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opened it, before It became ita own kind of privately-published best-seller and 
*.ea reprinted by a hou^e that h'J thrice declined it, twice wituout rending. 

Literary cowards then silent to* becom* l:*roe, oudglin* for the aetabllah- 
rnent rreas that me ices them wealthy, their frivolities important; apologizing 
for the richer pimps for whom tr.ey whore. Witness Capote: 

"I've r«*jd three or fear of the meet prominent bootes c-lticel of the or:«n 
“sport, end I've also reed the 'err an 'Wrt...! believe the Report is correct in 
all its essentials..." 

Capote thus beuijmwa unique, the only non to rsnd the Report sad still 

bell area it. 

For him knowledge oornea easily! he-; Imply invents it to serve his predeter- 
mined purposes. One flick of the forked tongue end instant evidence. : hea o "resi- 
dent la gunned down on the streets of an vmerican city, in broad daylight, and 
then consigned to history with the dubious eoitanh of a cueist lone ble official 
incuiry by the government that came into power by that murder, to * a q bis 

sick and craven ilk those who eatablirhed the inadequacy of that inquiry ere 
” vultures’’ end “nit-pickers": 

”3ut I understand very sell all tala nit-j>lukiag one speculation thot’s 
going on, because most of it ia monetary; a b nch of vultures has discovered that 
pecking at the carrion of a need President is an easy wey fcn moke a living." 

h^ 9 the nan who sells hla owu sunerficial scrivenlngs by blafctnt 

homosexual self-display on the cow? r of his bo.>k and than boasts thot it "improved 
my love (t) Ux'e(<); a wide variety of attractive ( f ) people(<) became highly 

* >t 

available," ( 'jghl ) 

I leave it to c epote to make his living, if that is what it is, his own way. 

Rut fbr the record, I think ' : lovbov should note that with one exception, dl the 

profit is on tr« other side, tnat it is sycophancy thot pays. One never hear: 

Congressman ford, one of the architects of the needless tragedy of the fuke 

( ghosted) 

lrvsdtl^tior., termed a "vulture", even though his/bo'kw was the first. T .«gpq 
eminence -Oula Ni.,or, who wrots ? 5 lowlu S •mdoraemont of the 'erren Revert when 



vm ' c - tf, ° '‘ Uc *® d backstop lng «i unavailable and sold It in «, commercial 

TOrSl ° n ° f th9 ° fflClsl *»««* 18 *>* a scavenger. 11 of the rt.fr of the oar- 
tyrad from the nanry of Ms children to Mr fat-, souths fleck ore 

hardly rUi irei, although their feme and wealth comes from hi a murder. Least of 
all wrong to the omniscient niter -spots ie the re- dedication to the freedom of 
writors in Pierre Salinger's introduction to *he professional apology by aaa _ 
klsrln.- White Koase Corraopon Sent Charles Roberts. ("T h e Truth bout The Kenedy 
Assassination". "Truth" to Roberts is like "love" to a where.) Hors Onpluoky 
ierre demanded that Wltere not In accord with the official flotlon not be heard. 

ItoJoMatar, made a millionaire by his own peculiar fiction and the special 
scandal he personally manufactured, "alone end unlisted", la Wdly a "vulture 
poo king oa the carrion of b dead £ resident’’ • 

Only those of whom Ccpote certainly is not one, those who seek discovery 
of tfco murderers and recoptur- of the integrity of our society, only v.e ire 
’vultures". 

Ty pi colly. Capote boasts friendship with Brother Robert Xenr.edy. it he can 
lift hi a mind from the literary pig-trough long enough to try 90S uadorttund the 
reality of the world he makes ao obscene, end if he hta but a alight portion « 
t,h ® ’ l3iotr - mC understanding ka pratenda, be might, areciel thing that he is, 

Mjoy the new assassination, too political one, being committed bvf-.rc Ms eyas, 
it is that of the "beloved brother”, right nor being framed with responsibility for 
the lousy invest!®: tion over which he exerciaed no responsibility by those who did. 
Those who have ^soots fov >4 friend need no enemiea. 
i am proud he declares himself mine. 

Sincerely, 



Harold 1 0lf*b«r*; 






